
 

 

�
 

�
�
 
 

 

Thanks to the Honorable Karen J. Nygaard for her presentation on Child 
Support Enforcement at TPA's August General Membership Meeting.  
Commissioner Nygaard highlighted statutes and procedures of family law.  
Thank you Commissioner Nygaard! 
 
Tuesday, September 1, 2009, Social begins at 5:30 p.m.; Election Meeting 
begins at 6:00 p.m.  The election meeting place will be held in Wilbur's Bar 
& Grill the Viscount Suite Hotel located at 4855 E. Broadway.  Reservation 
Contact: Terri Parsons, CLA, reservations@tucsonparalegals.com. 

President: Valarie A. Hall, CP 
First Vice President: Insert Your Name Here 
Second Vice President: Gladys Rice 
Secretary: Robin Barnes, CLA 
Treasurer: Terri Parsons, CLA 
NALA Liaison: Tina Bailey, CLA 
Directors: Sybrena Hughes, Donna Reid, CLA, Terry Whatley, CLA and 
Peggy Lundquist, CLA 
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September:  September 1 General Membership Meeting 
                    September 18, 19 & 20 Diamonds & Denim in the Desert  

SEE BOX BELOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 
CHECK OUT TPA SPOTLIGHT OF SEMINAR PRESENTERS EDINA  A.T. 
STRUM & PAMELA SPENCER ON PAGE 2 

October:    October 6 Annual Meeting & Seminar, Medical Liens Update, Andrew Peterson                                                    

November: November 3 General Meeting, Legal Writing / Persuasive Writing, Susan Salmon, 
Adjunct Associate Professor of Law, University of Arizona, James E. Rogers 
College of Law 
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Diamonds & Denim in the Desert  
WHAT:  Celebrating TPA's 30th Anniversary 
WHEN:  September 18, 19, & 20, 2009 
WHERE:  Desert Diamond Casino 7350 South Nogales Highway • Tucson, AZ •520/342-3015 
WHY:   7 CLE hours offered ·  Two Education Tracks ·  Laptop Giveaway ·  Reception, Banquet, Great 

 Speakers & Presentation 
visit www.tucsonparalegal.org for registration information 
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1.  What are you reading now?  Nothing outside work at the moment. 

2.  What book would you recommend to others? Blink. 

3.  What is your favorite law-related TV show? Eli Stone (cancelled). 

4.  What do you do for fun/what are your hobbies? Yoga, dancing, hiking, photography. 

5.  Tell us something about yourself most people don't know. I lived in Russia for a year after 
college. 

6.  If you weren't working in this field, what would you be doing? Foreign service officer. 
7.  How do you see your practice changing in the next 5 years? I see it becoming more dynamic 
but still the same practice. 
����	������������������������	���	�  
1 and 2. What are you reading now? What book would you recommend to others?  At the 
present time I am not reading anything as I am getting ready for a trial. 
3.  What is your favorite law-related TV show?  My favorite law related TV show was Boston 
Legal. Now, I watch Law & Order. 
4.  What do you do for fun/what are your hobbies? I have a great time volunteering for the 
VFW and the Military Order of the Cooties.  It is a joy greater than you can imagine to bring 
smiles to the faces of our hospitalized veterans or the children of our deceased veterans. 
5.  Tell us something about yourself most people don't know. I was Auxiliary President of the 
Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW Post 5990 for 3 years (2004 through 2006) and then President of 
the Department of Arizona Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW District 5 for the past 2 years (2007 
and 2009).  I earned Auxiliary President of the Year for the State of Arizona in 2005 and 2006 
and in 2009 earned District President of the Year for the State of Arizona.  I have also been 
awarded Outstanding Youth Activities Chairman in 2006 and Outstanding District Chairman 
for Veterans and Family Support for the State of Arizona in 2009.  Recently, at the VFW 
National Convention in Phoenix, I was honored by the National Ladies Auxiliary to the VFW 
with two first place awards--one for Best Educational Program regarding Legislative Issues for 
Veterans and the second was for the Best Promotion of the VFW-PAC program.  In addition, I 
have been President of Saguaro 2, Ladies Auxiliary to the Military Order of the Cootie in 
Tucson for the past 3 years and received President of the Year in 2008 from the Grand of 
Arizona.  I really enjoy dressing up as a clown or lady bug and visiting our hospitalized 
veterans or our veterans who are in a nursing home.  We also raise money for the VFW 
National Home for Children which takes in the spouse and children of a deceased veteran and 
sees that all the children have the opportunity for a college education. 
6.  If you weren't working in this field, what would you be doing? I would be the Ladies 
Auxiliary to the VFW National President. 



 

 

  3 

 

�	
��
��
�������
�
���������	
�	��
��

	��	��������	��	���
���������	����������	
�	��
��

	��	��������	��	���
���������	����������	
�	��
��

	��	��������	��	���
���������	����������	
�	��
��

	��	��������	��	���
���������	�

�
���������


�����	�	
��	
�����������
�
���������


�����	�	
��	
�����������
�
���������


�����	�	
��	
�����������
�
���������


�����	�	
��	
�����������
��	����	���� �����
������	����	����	���������
������	����	����	���������
������	����	����	���������
������	��
�������������������
������ 	��
�	
�!��
��	��
��
��" ��	
�!�����	�����������������������
������ 	��
�	
�!��
��	��
��
��" ��	
�!�����	�����������������������
������ 	��
�	
�!��
��	��
��
��" ��	
�!�����	�����������������������
������ 	��
�	
�!��
��	��
��
��" ��	
�!�����	����
# !"!$�!���
�	���!%	����������
��

	�������������
� ��&����
������# !"!$�!���
�	���!%	����������
��

	�������������
� ��&����
������# !"!$�!���
�	���!%	����������
��

	�������������
� ��&����
������# !"!$�!���
�	���!%	����������
��

	�������������
� ��&����
������
�
����'���
��������
���
�����(���
��
��	
��
������� �	����
������
	
���
����'���
��������
���
�����(���
��
��	
��
������� �	����
������
	
���
����'���
��������
���
�����(���
��
��	
��
������� �	����
������
	
���
����'���
��������
���
�����(���
��
��	
��
������� �	����
������
	
��
	�����
��	���
������(���
���	�����
��	���
������(���
���	�����
��	���
������(���
���	�����
��	���
������(���
���	�	
��	
�!��
��	��
��#( �!$��������
��

	�	�	
��	
�!��
��	��
��#(�!$��������
��

	�	�	
��	
�!��
��	��
��#(�!$��������
��

	�	�	
��	
�!��
��	��
��#(�!$��������
��

	�
�	�������	���'�
����'

'���%����(�!����������
����� 	������������	�������	���'�
����'

'���%����(�!����������
����� 	������������	�������	���'�
����'

'���%����(�!����������
����� 	������������	�������	���'�
����'

'���%����(�!����������
����� 	�����������
������������	����
������
�	���������
����
���
��)�� ���
��#���*������������	����
������
�	���������
����
���
��)�� ���
��#���*������������	����
������
�	���������
����
���
��)�� ���
��#���*������������	����
������
�	���������
����
���
��)�� ���
��#���*+ +++�������$���������$���������$���������$��
�����	���
����������	������
��#���,�����	���
����������	������
��#���,�����	���
����������	������
��#���,�����	���
����������	������
��#���,+ +++���-$�����
���.�
	��
������-$�����
���.�
	��
������-$�����
���.�
	��
������-$�����
���.�
	��
���
��	������
��#���*��	������
��#���*��	������
��#���*��	������
��#���*+ +++������/$�	�������������
��%
�0����
�������
	��������/$�	�������������
��%
�0����
�������
	��������/$�	�������������
��%
�0����
�������
	��������/$�	�������������
��%
�0����
�������
	������

��(�!1��2����!���'���	��������	��������
����
����� ��������������
��(�!1��2����!���'���	��������	��������
����
����� ��������������
��(�!1��2����!���'���	��������	��������
����
����� ��������������
��(�!1��2����!���'���	��������	��������
����
����� ��������������
3��	�����
���
�������

3��	�����
���
�������

3��	�����
���
�������

3��	�����
���
�������

+ +++������
����
��	��	��	�	
��	
�	������4
�	�	��������
����
��	��	��	�	
��	
�	������4
�	�	��������
����
��	��	��	�	
��	
�	������4
�	�	��������
����
��	��	��	�	
��	
�	������4
�	�	��
"	%�5���������	
�
�'

��������	������6����	
��	�	�� ��
������7	��	���"	%�5���������	
�
�'

��������	������6����	
��	�	�� ��
������7	��	���"	%�5���������	
�
�'

��������	������6����	
��	�	�� ��
������7	��	���"	%�5���������	
�
�'

��������	������6����	
��	�	�� ��
������7	��	���
!��
��	��!��
��	��!��
��	��!��
��	��
��
��!�����	��8
����5

��	

��������
��

 	�%�

������'�������
��
��!�����	��8
����5

��	

��������
��

	�%�

��� ���'�������
��
��!�����	��8
����5

��	

��������
��

	�%�

��� ���'�������
��
��!�����	��8
����5

��	

��������
��

	�%�

��� ���'�������
	%	���	������!������,���6����	
���������
������(��� 
���	�	
��	
�	%	���	������!������,���6����	
���������
������(��� 
���	�	
��	
�	%	���	������!������,���6����	
���������
������(��� 
���	�	
��	
�	%	���	������!������,���6����	
���������
������(��� 
���	�	
��	
�
!��
��	��
��!��
��	��
��!��
��	��
��!��
��	��
��  

 



 

 

  4 

 
�����������	�������	
����


�����	�
���

��	��������
�

��	�
	���������������

���	�

�������������� �

For Immediate Release 
 
 

Fall 2009 CLA/CP Short Course Set 
 

 The Fall CLA/CP Short Course, an intensive three-day workshop for nationwide certification as a 
paralegal/legal assistant, is scheduled for November 11-13 at the Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada. This is the 
only CLA/CP Short Course scheduled by the National Association of Legal Assistants before the December 2009 
or Spring 2010 CLA/CP examination. 
 
 This short course meets credit requirements of the NALA Certifying Board for maintaining the CLA/CP 
credential as well as helping those who are preparing for the examination. The program is also helpful to 
experienced paralegals seeking a refresher. 
 
 Short Course Coordinator is Kay Kasic, CLA, with Coombs & Dunlap, Napa, CA. A distinguished faculty 
of attorneys, certified legal assistants, and legal educators will teach the courses ranging from a survey of the 
American legal system and essential paralegal skills to specific legal topics. Extensive handout materials, 
available only to participants, will supplement the instruction. 
 
 Nearly 3,000 legal assistants have participated in this program since its inception in 1985. It is widely 
regarded as the most comprehensive continuing education program offered to paralegals.  The short course is one 
of an array of continuing legal education efforts by NALA, and earning the CLA/CP credential is not ensured, nor 
contingent, upon completion of the course. 
 
 The schedule of courses is as follows:  
  
Wednesday, November 11 
 American Legal System—Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD; Wichita, KS. 
 Judgment & Analytical Ability—Virginia Koerselman, JD, Attorney; Hemingway, SC. 
 Ethics: Part I—Kay Kasic, CLA; Coombs & Dunlap, Napa, CA. 
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Thursday, November 12 
 Contracts—John W. Dunn, LLB, and Karen M. Dunn, ACP; Dunn, Keyes, Gelman & Pummell, LLC, 
Avon, CO. 
 Legal Research—Virginia Koerselman, JD, Attorney; Hemingway, SC. 
 Civil Litigation—Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD; Wichita, KS. 
 Communications—Virginia Koerselman, JD, Attorney; Hemingway, SC. 
 
Friday, November 13 
 Ethics: Part II—Kay Kasic, CLA; Coombs & Dunlap, Napa, CA. 
 Real Property—John W. Dunn, LLB, and Karen M. Dunn, ACP; Dunn, Keyes, Gelman & Pummell, LLC, 
Avon, CO. 
 Business Organizations—Connie Kretchmer, ACP; Omaha, NE, and Virginia Koerselman, JD, Attorney,  

 
Hemingway, SC. 
 Administrative Law—Karen Sanders-West, ACP, JD; Wichita, KS. 

Estates and Trusts—Virginia Koerselman, JD, Attorney, Hemingway, SC and Connie Kretchmer, ACP, 
Omaha, NE. 

 
 Members of NALA may register for $390. The cost to non-members is $450, and members of the 
California alliance of Paralegal Associations may enroll for $425. Fees cover the short course, handouts, coffee 
service, Thursday luncheon, and a complimentary copy of the CLA Study Guide and Mock Examination, (West 
Legal Studies, 2009). 
 
 Registration information is available on the web site http://www.nala.org. Information on the web site 
includes instructions on reserving a guest room at Caesar’s Palace. Special guest room rates for this meeting are 
$95 for single or double rooms for Sunday, November 8-Thursday, November 12.  For those staying after 
November 12, the rate increases to $140, still substantially lower than walk-in rates. Guest room rates are 
available ONLY if the guest room reservation is confirmed by October 20, 2009. 
 
Contact: Vanessa Williamson 
Convention Services 
National Association of Legal Assistants 
1516 S. Boston Avenue, Suite 200 
Tulsa, OK  74119 
(918) 587-6828 
(918) 582-6772 (fax) 
vwilliamson@nala.org 
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July 15, 2009 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Hello, my name is Soo Chang and I represent Mock Trial at the University of Arizona. We are 
associated with the American Mock Trial Association. I am writing to the Tucson Paralegal 
Association because our organization really, really needs your help. Mock Trial is a group of 
undergraduate pre-law students who plan on going to law school in the future. Over 600 teams 
from universities across the nation compete each year with “mock” civil and criminal cases. We 
practice litigation skills by attending tournaments both in Arizona and other neighboring states 
as well as on the East Coast. As we represent the new generation of future-lawyers in Arizona 
and in the country as a whole, we really need the help of the legal community in and around 
Tucson. 
 
In order to make our program at the University of Arizona more competitive, we are requesting 
your help. First, we are looking for volunteers who are willing to help judge rounds at the 
tournament we host in Tucson called the Great Sonoran Showdown (GSS). The GSS will be 
held in the Pima County Courthouse from October 31st to November 1st, and we will have a 
total of 24 teams participating with about 200 students. Second, we are looking for individuals 
and firms who are willing to make donations to our club. We are a student run organization at 
the University and need money in order to travel to our various tournaments. Last year some 
students went to six tournaments because they qualified from the regional to both national 
levels. Traveling costs to these tournaments are very expensive. This upcoming school year we 
expect around 20 to 40 students in our club. Each student would have to pay between $300 and 
$500 per tournament, and the number of tournaments we attend range between three to six each 
year—depending on how well our teams perform. Students find it very difficult to pay for these 
expenses which are all for the sake of competing. If you are willing to donate to our 
organization, we would gladly name you or your firm as a sponsor of our organization and note 
this appreciation in our tournament packet which is distributed to all the schools that attend the 
GSS as well as on our website. 

 
Thank you so much for your time and consideration. Please feel free to visit our website listed 
above or contact me with any questions. You can reach me at the email or phone number below. 
Whether it is judging or donations, we would very much appreciate any help you can give us. 
Also, please reply back to this email, so that I know whether or not to keep the Tucson Paralegal 
Association on our contact list for potential judges and donors. Thank you again. 

 
Sincerely, 
Soo Chang 
Treasurer, Mock Trial at the University of Arizona 
soolg@hotmail.com 
480.309.5052 


