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TIMES

P R E S I D E N T ÕS  M E S S A G E

Dear TPA Members:

Wow!  ItÕs hot outside!  Welcome to summer in Tucson.  Hope you
will get a chance to cool off this summer and have some fun.  And speaking
of hot and fun Ð I attended a seminar in Phoenix earlier this month.  It was
the best two-day legal writing seminar I have ever attended, and by my
assessment, it is the best one offered.  

Bryan Garner was excellent!  A vibrant, witty speaker who pulled
everything together with interview clips, writing examples and case law
decisions based on incorrect (but common) usage.  He is President of
LawProse, Inc., a law professor, and has authored nearly a dozen books on
writing, style, usage, legal drafting/editing, and he is the editor in chief of
Black's Law Dictionary.  LawProse, Inc. is frequently hired to non-
substantive rewrites (in plain English) on a host of different documents for
major commercial clients.  His seminars are peppered with clips from
interviews with our best legal scholarsÑappellate judges and law
professorsÑregarding legal writing in general and specific problem areas.
The advice and samples provided in the seminar materials made me want
to rewrite every document I use.  His message was loud and clear: It is very
difficult to write clearly and simply. It is the cluttered mind that insists on
using convoluted text and legalese.  I am still in awe of how he could cut
three pages of standard legalese down to one page of clear simple sentences
that unequivocally reflected the same legal agreement.  If you get the
opportunity, I highly recommend his seminar.  He has given me permission
to reproduce some of the materials, and when I select a couple of pages, IÕll
pass them along.

(Continued on Page 3)
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TALA Officers & Directors
  

President Mar t i Lavaty, CP 872-7784 mlavaty@carondelet.org or
mart i@lavaty.com 

Acting 1st Vice
 President Sue Mahon 620-3987  smahon@1800theeage.com

2 nd Vice President Mary Jane Leon, CP 327-9339 nameismj@aol.com

Secretary Rhonda Letzkus, CLA 322-5000 r letzkus@dmyl .com

Treasurer Linda Mattern, PLS, CPS  623-8866 lmatt0704@aol .com

NALA Liai son Sue Mahon        620-3987 smahon@1800theeagle.com

Parl iamentarian Lisa Buscigli o, CLA 624-5526 gvazlbcb@aol .com

Directors Tina Bai ley                        620-3942 tbailey@1800theeagle.com
Fran Kunz, CLA 258-7168  fkunz@cox.net
Esmeralda Corel la Padi l la 323-1808  EPadi lla@bleamanlawfirm.com
Valar ie Valencia, CP 740-5256 vavalencia@comcast.net

Committee Chairs

CLA Study Group Linda Minson, CLA 886-3151 l inmin0810@earthl ink.net

Job Bank Mary Jane Leon, CLA 327-9339 nameismj@aol.com

Mentor ing vacant

Nomi nat ions & 
 Elections Tina Bai ley                        620-3942 tbailey@1800theeagle.com

Phi lanthropy Linda Minson, CLA 886-3151 l inmin0810@earthl ink.net
 
Pima Co. Bar Liai son Valar ie Valencia, CP 740-5256 vavalencia@comcast.net

PCC Liaison Valar ie Valencia, CP 740-5256 vavalencia@comcast.net

PCC Student Liaison  

Publ ic Relations Esmeralda Corel la Padi l la 323-1808 EPadi lla@bleamanlawfirm.com

Scholarship Mary Jane Leon, CLA 327-9339 nameismj@aol.com

Seminar Julee Saner, CLA 795-1900 jsanerMHL@qwest.net

TalaFaxEditor Sandra K. Holm, CP 629-0900 skholm@qwest.net

Web Si te Di rector Sal ly A. Chadwick, CLA 741-8330 sachadwick@qwest.net
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(PresidentÕs Message continued from p. 1)

 During the next several weeks you will be
getting a copy of the revised TPA Bylaws for
review.  We voted to approve revisions to change
the associationÕs name a couple of months ago, and
thanks to Robin BarnesÕ efforts and her very
comprehensive review, the need for few other
required edits became apparent.  The Articles have
been amended to reflect our new corporate name.

New stationery has been printed with our
new logo and we have been asked to consider
issuing membership certificates and wallet-sized ID
cards.  Some of our members feel this will provide
TPA with some unspoken PR when the certificates
are framed and hung in your offices. Additional
certificates would be issued to memorialize offices
and chair positions.  Many employers welcome
evidence of their staffÕs involvement in educational
and professional activities.  When the new website
is fully operational, identification numbers on the
wallet cards might be used for the access to the
memberÕs only section (job bank information).

We are actively looking for ways to make
this organization work for its members and for ways
to expand interest in the benefits of membership.
Valarie Valencia Ð our new PCC Student
LiaisonÑhas some great ideas.  She has been
meeting with the administrators of PCCÕs Legal
Assistant Program to exchange ideas and get the
ball rolling towards more student involvement.
Some of her ideas include establishing a student
sub-association (initially on an informal basis).
Meetings might be held at times more convenient to
a studentÕs schedule, and the speakers would be
tailored to their specific interests.  These might be
brown-bag lunch affairs, or Saturday morning
meetings at the school (students and regular
members can attend all meetings).  We have
discussed many potential ideas for expanding TPAÕs
relationship with students.  Some suggestions were
to promote temporary, short-term internships at law
offices (paid and unpaid) and invite employers to
sponsor a studentÕs dues (perhaps in addition or in
lieu of a paid internship). The Legal Assistant

Program is one area that is guaranteed to provide
qualified new employees to the paralegal field, and
anything the profession can do to promote
education, training, experience and mentoring, will
benefit all of us.  If you have any ideas, please call
Valarie.

The NALA convention is coming up and
Tina Bailey will be attending in place of Sue
Mahon.  Sally Chadwick will act as her backup, and
we thank them both for making this commitment,
and seeking time off from work to attend the nearly
week-long affair in Florida.

We are looking forward to an interesting
speaker lineup this summer and a great fall seminar.
Libby Mannel worked very hard to enlist a great
selection of speakers.  Sue Mahon is performing
well under pressure as she has stepped in to take
over for Libby and find us a place to meet.  You
need to know that the restaurants are increasing
prices well above what we have paid in the past, and
dinner prices may need to be increased in the near
future.  We are always looking for positive ideas
about meeting places.  Please mark your calendars
and plan to attend the Annual Meeting/Seminar
(Wrongful Death) will be held on Saturday, October
7, 2006 at the magnificent Manning House in
downtownÕs Snob Hollow.  Julee Saner and
Esmeralda Corella Padilla also co-chaired the April
seminar at the Manning House.  The panel of
speakers, Juvenile Law topic, surroundings and food
were all very enjoyable.

For the September (elections) meeting, we
are trying to plan something a bit different, but still
fun and a good opportunity to social ize.  In place of
the past Wine Tasting , Board-sponsored potluck,
and a wine educator, we might invite the members
to tell about their favorite wine, wine country visit,
or just catch up on the news and visit with one
another.  We expect to have a nice selection of
wines, good food, and I am currently taking a wine
class and should have some retained information I
can pass along for anyone who is interested.  My 

(Continued on Page 4)
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TALA Calendar
June 6, 2006 Membership meeting
July 6, 2006   Board meeting*
July 18, 2006 12:00 P.M . Mem bership

 meeting
July 27, 2006 Board meeting*
August 8, 2006 Membership meeting
August 24, 2006 Board Meeting*

These dates are approximate.  Please
watch for meeting notices which are sent out
monthly.  * For location and time - contact Marti Lavaty

(PresidentÕs Message continued from p. 3)

husband and I agree that the best part of the wine
course is the homeworkÑlots of homework. 

It appears that the members selected TPA
TIMES as the new name for our newsletter.  Sandy
Holm will be putting the new logo and name into
use very soon.  We all appreciate her efforts to keep
us in the loop.  If you do not wish to receive this
newsletter in electronic format, please let her know.

Please note:  We have had to reschedule the
July meetings due to circumstances beyond our
control: Our July meeting will be July 18, 2006 at
noon in the Downtown Library.  Our August
meeting will be August 1, 2006--the regular date,
with registration starting at 5:30 p.m., Meeting and
Dinner at 6:00 p.m. and Speaker at 6:30 p.m.

Marti Lavaty

! " #

TPAÕS FUTURE
In the next few weeks, Linda Mattern will be

drafting a budget for TPAÕs 2006-2007 fiscal year.
Please let her know if there are projects or special
interests you would like the Board to consider
including in next yearÕs plans.

You can contact her, Linda Mattern, at 235-
4901 or LMatt0704@aol.com.

CALLING ALL WINE
CONNOISSEURS

Annual  W ine & Cheese Par ty
September  5

In the past, TPA has hired Jon Rogers from
Wines Without the Mystery to select and present the
wines used at our Wine & Cheese Party held in
conjunction with the election of officers each
September for the past two years.

It has come to our attention that several TPA
members have a wealth of knowledge about wines.
We would like for those members to step forward
and offer to select and present their favorite wine at
this yearÕs Wine & Cheese Party.

Along those lines, we also need members to
loan TPA wine glasses for the evening so we donÕt
have to resort to using tacky, plastic, party goblets.

If you are willing to present a wine and/or
loan out your wine glasses, please contact Linda
M a t t e r n  a t  2 3 5 - 4 9 0 1  o r  a t
TPAReservations@aol.com.

Be sure to mark your calendar now so you
donÕt miss out on this great evening of fun and
networking.  Watch for details in late Summer.

 



We would like to thank the following for a
wonderful seminar on April 8, 2005:

Speakers
Honorable Michael O. Miller
Peter W. Hochuli, Esq.
Leah C. Hamilton, Esq.
Barbara Jackson
Lucille Gonzales

Vendors/Sponsors
Tucson Legal Copy
Hawkins - E-Z Messenger Service
Arizona Jury Research
Dependable Personnel
Metro Detective Agency
Reproductions, Inc.
First Credit Union
Calabro Reporting Services

Special thanks to Manning House for wonderful
service and a beautiful facili ty!

! ! !
SAVE THE 
DATE! ! ! !

DonÕt forget the
Annual Seminar  

and Installation of
Officers on

Saturday, October  7,
2006

at The Manning
House.

The seminar topic wi l l be Wrongful
Death with perspectives from both civi l  plaintif f
and defendant as wel l  as the criminal side.

Confirmed Speakers are Andrew
Petersen, M arshall Humphrey, Robert Hooker,
Robert Hirsch and Louis Hol lingsworth.

SEMINAR
COMMITTEE

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS TO
HELP OUT.

The Seminar Committee is looking
for a few new members.

(Continued on Page 6)
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I f you have ideas about upcoming seminar
topics, speaker s, places to hold the seminar s or
want  to be involved but donÕt know wher e to
star t, contact Julee K . Saner , CL A  at 
j saner mhl@qwest.net or  Esmer alda Corella at
EPadi l la@bleamanlawfir m.com

The Seminar  Committee has a lot of
details and shor t term needs to see to,
and we can use volunteers with a litt le
or  a lot of extra time!!

! ! !
 

The following ar ticle was wr i t ten by Sue
M ahon and profi les TPA.  This wi l l  be
submitted for  publ icat ion in NAL A's Aff i l iate
Br ief section of i ts publ icat ion.

The Tucson Paralegal  Association (TPA)
began in 1979 under the name Tucson
Association of Legal A ssistants (TALA).  It is an
affi l iate of the National A ssociation of Legal
Assistants (NALA ), and subscribes to the same
goals and phi losophy.  There were 32 people that
became either active, associate, student or affi l iate
members during the f irst meeting held in
December 1979.

Today, TPA proudly numbers 117
members dedicated to obtaining and sustaining
the original  goals and phi losophy of fel lowship,
education and professionalism.

TPA was a catalyst in the establishment of
the Legal Assistant Program at Pima Community
Col lege some 24 years ago.  Early members
recognized the need for qual i fied legal assistants
in the community.  Their efforts resulted in a pi lot
course in the spring of 1982 enti tled ÒIntroduction

to Legal AssistantÓ and a ful l program was
offered the next fal l.  TucsonÕs legal
community is fortunate and reaps the benefits
of this consistently well -regarded ABA-
approved program.  TPA is proud to be a part
of  the heri tage of  this program.

One of the most important benef i ts of
membership is the guidance, support and
assistance of the CLA Study Group and TPAÕs
focus on NALA certi f ication.  An ongoing
study group prepares members for each exam
and TPA awards up to four scholarships per
year to new CLA/CPs.

TPA provides qual i ty speakers and
educational credit at monthly meetings.  In
addition, half-day seminars are held at the mid-
year and annual meetings in April and October,
respectively.  These educational programs are
interesting, current, and draw members who
need to maintain certif ication as well as other
members, students, law f i rm employees and
attorneys.

The Board and committee members
meet on the last Tuesday of each month.  This
lively and dedicated group manages TPAÕs
business and goals and maintains the core
mission Ð all while looking to attract new
members and establish new goals and
directions for TPA.
 

TPA Õs name change this year required a
new name for i ts quarterly newsletter known as
ÒTALAFAX.Ó  A majority of members recently
voted in favor of ÒTPA Times.Ó  In line with a
national trend, many members are choosing to
use Paralegal rather than Legal Assistant and
CLAs are choosing to use CP.  

(Continued on Page 7)
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(Continued f rom page 6)

TPAÕs rich history of  community service
includes volunteer projects with the Pima County
Bar AssociationÕs Young LawyersÕ Division
(ÒMeet A Lawyer DayÓ) and an annual donation
of money, clothing and school suppl ies to a local
school district.  This year, members wil l
volunteer to help the Bar association bui ld a
Habitat for Humanity home.  TPA is currently
working to establish a cooperative program with
Pima Community Col lege, students enrolled in
its Legal Assistant Program, and TPA to
accomplish several goals, including:
1. E n c o u r ag e i n t er ac t i o n  an d

communication,
2. Provide additional resources and support

(mentoring and internships), 
3. Supplement educational ef forts (special

programs at the college, and
4. Promote benef its of TPA membership and

certif ication.

TPAÕs Job Bank is a resounding success
as a resource for both members looking for a
position and employers looking for a qual i f ied
paralegal.  To accommodate students and others
seeking an entry-level posi tion, postings include
a variety of non-lawyer positions, but services
are only offered to members.  The enthusiastic
response to this member benefit/community
service is the result of  one memberÕs tireless
efforts and the interest of hundreds of others.
We hope to continue this unique and powerful
tool and to improve and expand this service
under a newly designed web site set to go l ive in
the next few weeks.  Please visit us at
www.Tucsonparalegals.org.

While TPA enjoys a respected presence in
TucsonÕs legal communi ty, we constantly look to
boost our influence by expanding membership,

encouraging certif ication, keeping abreast of
current law and technology, and reflecting
professional ism in al l we do.

[Job wel l  done, Sue]

! ! !
NALA NEWS

At last year's NALA Convention, stories
about NALA members and their  volunteer
work were highlighted throughout the NALA
Convention in K ansas City.

NALA would l ike to continue this
tradition at i ts upcoming Convention in  Tampa
(July 26th - 29th).  Since I  don't know everyone
in Region 7 and, even if  I do know you, I don't
know the amount and extent of your volunteer
time. Activi ties highl ighted last year included a
paralegal association's work with Habitat for
Humanity, individuals teaching CLA review
courses and other courses, one paralegal even
trained commercial airl ine pi lots in judo and
defense movements after 9/11. Please don't be
shy.  Let's hear from Region 7. Tel l  us about
yourselves or others who make a difference in
the profession.  Please send me a quick e-mail
about your volunteer activi ties!

And, whi le you are tel l ing us about
yourself , make plans to join us in Tampa.
Convent i on detai l s are avai l able at

www.nala.org. As I  wi ll  be continuing as your

(Continued on Page 8)
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(Continued f rom page 7)

Region 7 Director for another 2-year term, Iwould love the opportunity to meet each of you.So, make your plans, join your peers and letyourself be swept away with the excitement,enthusiasm and extraordinary education, all inplentiful abundance at this year's Convention inTampa!
Deborah Elkins, CLASRegion 7 DirectorMesch, Clark & Rothschild, P.C.259 N. Meyer AvenueTucson, Arizona 85701E-mail: delkins@mcrazlaw.com(520) 624-8886

! ! !
ATTENTION! 
ATTENTION!Please make a note of the newdate for the July, 2006membership meeting.  Due tocircumstances beyond ourcontrol the meeting is beingmoved to July 18, 2006.  Location – Main Library Lunch at 12:00 p.m.

Speaker - Phil GrantTopic: Discovery Master -Rule 53
Keep an Eye Open. . . 
Proposed changes to Bylaws willbe arriving shortly by e-mail orsnailmail!  A vote will follow 30 daysafter their arrival!  Something foreveryone to look forward to.  Help tomake TPA YOUR association!

Have you heard the one. . .About the two silkworms who had arace?  It ended in a tie!
OR. . .Why did the parrot wear a raincoat?  So he could be polyunsaturated!
OR. . .What do you get when you cross apython with a porcupine?Ten feet of barbed wire!

" " "
Meet a MemberBy Sandra K. Holm

I’m back because I think it is importantfor each of us to get to know one another.  This
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(Continued from page 8)
issue I  am featuring Tina Bai ley.  Tina was
elected as a director for TPA  in September,
2005.  She has been learning a lot about TPA
and also has enjoyed the congenial i ty and
friendliness of the other members of the Board
as wel l  as the membership at large.

Tina has worked as a l i tigation paralegal
for Goldberg &  Osborne for six and a half
years.  She has also recently been made off ice
manager.

Prior to moving to Tucson with her
husband and greyhound dog, she lived in the
Seattle area and worked in the court system for
ten years and then in the legal community.

Tina and her husband love to travel, to
spend time with their dog and to read and relax
together.

Tina is currently a member in the CLA
study group studying for the CLA/CP exam to
be given in December.

 Tina i s a member of  NALA and is
currently chairing the Nominations and Election
committee for TPA.  She wi l l  be cal ling you as
there are several  openings for off icers and
directors this fall.

RECIPE ROW
Charlotte’s Cocoa Cake

2 C granulated sugar 2 large eggs, lightly beaten
1 C butter !  C buttermilk
2 t vanilla !  C unsweetened cocoa

powder
2 C all-purpose flour 1 t each salt, baking soda &

cinnamon

!  C milk 2 C powdered sugar
1 C chopped pecans (optional)

1.  Preheat oven to 350.  Grease & flour a 9 x 13"
baking pan; set aside.

2.  In a large bowl, cream together granulated sugar
and 3/4 C butter.  Add eggs, buttermilk, and 1 t
vanilla and beat until well blended.

3.  In a small bowl, whisk 1/4 C cocoa in 1 C boiling
water.  Add to sugar mixture and beat to blend.  In
a medium bowl, combine flour, salt, baking soda,
and cinnamon.  Add to sugar-cocoa mixture and
beat on low speed to combine thoroughly.

4.  Pour batter into prepared baking pan.  Bake 25 to
30 minutes, until a toothpick inserted in the center
comes out clean.

5.  In a 2-quart pan over high heat, whisk together
remaining 1/4 C cocoa and the milk and bring to a
boil.  Remove from heat and add remaining 1/4 C
butter, cut into small pieces, and stir until melted.
Whisk in powdered sugar and remaining 1 t
vanilla.  Mix until smooth.  Stir in pecans (if
using).  Pour mixture over the still-warm cake.
Serve warm or at room temperature.

Yield: Makes 12 servings (I cut mine much smal ler)

[This is the best cake I have made in a long time.]

! ! !Fresh Asparagus a Gratin
1 lb. fresh asparagus Olive oil
Salt Pepper
Freshly grated Parmesan cheese

Wash asparagus and cut off  ends.  Lay f lat in a
baking dish.  Drizzle with olive oil, sprinkle with salt
and pepper, and top with grated Parmesan cheese.

Bake in a 400 oven unti l asparagus is tender
and cheese is melted and browning, about10 minutes
Serve with a squeeze of fresh lemon juice.

[This is another great recipe!]
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Editor’s Notes
All  TPA members are encouraged to submit

articles, letters, ideas, classi fieds, jokes, recipes, etc. to
Sandra K . Holm, C.P., skholm@qwest.net, no later
than August 15, 2006, for inclusion in the fourth
quarter issue.

DI SCLAI M ER: TPA TIM ES is a publicat ion of the
Tucson Paralegal  Association (TPA) and is dedicated
to informing and educating the paralegal/ legal
assistant profession.  Opinions expressed in by-lined
articles are those of the author and do not necessari ly
express the view(s) of TPA.  Articles may not be
reprin ted wi thout the written consent of the author
and TPA.

Website: tucsonparalegals.org

Attention!   Attention!

Have you been to the new website?  It is
at tucsonparalegals.org, and it is fantastic.
Although it is sti l l  in the early stages, i t looks
very professional and promises to provide a
wealth of information in the future.

In fact, Mary Jane Leon, who was
tremendously involved in getting the new
websi te organized and up and ÒrunningÓ just
told me that she received an e-mai l f rom a
woman who is moving from California to
Tucson, and she had already downloaded a
membership application from the new website.
Thank you, Mary Jane and the TPA Board for
all  your hard work.  We are on our way!

Why not take a minute to visit the new
website today?



TALAÕS NETWORK OF LEGAL ASSISTANTS
Th e f ol low in g TALA m em b er s h av e ag reed  to  sh are t h ei r  ex p ert i se  in  th e fo l low in g  fie ld s w i t h  o t her  TALA
m em bers  w h o m ay  r eq u ir e  assist an ce/ in fo r m at ion  fr om  t im e t o  t im e.   I f y ou  w ou ld  l ik e  to  b e ad d ed t o

TALAÕs Net w or k , p lease con t act  Mar t i Lav at y  (m lav at y@carond elet .o rg ) ,  8 72 - 7 7 8 4 .  Ch an g es o r co rr ect i ons
not i fy  Ed it or .

I NSERT TPA TI MES Thi rd Quarter, 2006

B A N K R U P T CY

Deb Elkins CLAS
624-8886
delkins@m crazlaw.com

Sandra Holm CP
629-0900
skholm @qwest .net

Lin d a Mat t er n  CPS
623-8866
lm at t0704@aol.com

B U SI N ESS &
T R A N SA CT I O N A L

Joan Yingling, CLAS
299-4610
jay@rafpc.com

CO N T R A CT S

Marti Lavaty CP
872-7784
mlavaty@carondelet.org

Cin d i  Star n er  CLA
748-4427
cstarner@rctech.com

CO R P O R A T E

Marti Lavaty CP
872-7784
mlavaty@carondelet.org

Cin d i  Star n er  CLA
748-4427
cstarner@rctech.com

Joan Yingling, CLAS
299-4610
jay@rafpc.com

D O M EST I C/ FA M I L Y

Sh ar on Bat sak is CLA
623-1461
sbatsakis@hbfirm .com

EM P L O Y M EN T

Deb b ie  McMu r r i ch CLA
740-4066
Debbie.m cm urr ich@pcao.pim
a.gov

Edith Krompasky
624-8886
ekrom pasky@m crazlaw.com

L I T I GA T I O N  ( Ge n )

Dian a Ha llm an  CLA
624-8886
dhallm an@m crazlaw.com

Sandra Holm CP
629-0900
skholm @qwest .net

Mar y  Jan e Leon  CLA
577-2383
nam eism j@aol.com

Bev  Jon es CLA
623-1461
bjones@hbfirm .com

Edith Krompasky
624-8886
ekrom pasky@m crazlaw.com

M ED I CA L
M A L P R A CT I CE

Br ig i t t a Car n ey  CLA
623-4353 x 217
bcarney@chandlerudall.com

Barbara  Dralnick, R.N.,
CLA
624-1400
barbara@mercaldo.com 

Ju l ie  St ark  CLA
529-3200
jstark@jmillslaw.com

P ER SO N A L  I N J U R Y

Ter r y  W h at ley  CLA
623-4353
twhatley@chandlerudall.com

Bev  Jon es CLA
623-1461
bjones@hbfirm .com

Ju l ie  St ark  CLA
529-3200
jstark@jmillslaw.com

Esm er ald a  Co re l la
323-1808
esm eparalegal@aol.com

Su e Mah on
620-3987
smahon@1800theeagle.com 

P R O B A T E/ EST A T ES

Sh ar on Bat sak is CLA
623-1461
sbatsakis@hbfirm .com

Sandra Holm CP
629-0900
skholm @qwest .net

Darcy Noonan CLAS
575-5555
dnoonan@tucsont rusts.com

Lan a Ry an CLA
879-6815
lryan@fclaw.com

R EA L  EST A T E

Judith A. Block, CLAS
577-7575
jab@bgblegal.com 

Marti Lavaty CP
872-7784
mlavaty@carondelet.org

Cin d i  Star n er  CLA
748-4427
cstarner@rctech.com

Joan Yingling, CLAS
299-4610
jay@rafpc.com

Car r ie  Pap e CLA
297-9790
Cpape@lycos.com 

SECU R I T I ES
 
Mar y  Jan e Leon  CLA
577-2383
nam eism j@aol.com

SO CI A L  SECU R I T Y

Lisa  Bu sig l i o  CLA
624-5526
gvazlbcb@aol.com



ARIZONA CENTER FOR DISABILITY LAW

100 N. Stone Ave., Suite 305
Tucson, AZ 85701 Phone: 520.327.9547

A not for profit public interest law firm
providing legal services to children and
adults with disabilities, free of charge.

Services include direct legal representa-
tion, short term assistance (such as writing
a demand letter or quickly resolving a legal
problem), one-to-one legal advice, and
training on disability-related legal rights.

Center staff investigate reports of abuse
and neglect, advocates for basic rights in
health and mental health care services as
well as access to public accommodations,
ensures fair housing and equal employment
opportunities, and ensures that children
with disabilities have access to public edu-
cation.

ASYLUM PROGRAM OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA

710 E. Speedway Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85719 Phone: 520.623.4555

A non-profit agency that provides ser-
vices for political asylum seekers and tem-
porary protective status, work authoriza-
tion, and adjustment applications for those
seeking permanent residence in the U. S.

This agency offers pro bono services as
well as sliding scale fees which are deter-
mined through an intake/financial screen-
ing process.

ARIZONA CENTER
FOR LAW IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST

2205 E. Speedway Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85719 Phone: 520.529.1798

A private non-profit public interest law
firm that litigates issues of statewide con-
cern. They typically don't handle individual
cases and focus on cases that involve sig-
nificant public policy issues that affect
large numbers of Arizona residents.

Legal Service Providers
The Center particularly gets involved

in cases that otherwise will not be ad-
dressed in the private sector; historically
cases involving the environment, and
education, and open government.

LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE
Phone: 520.623.4625

A community service program spon-
sored by the Pima County Bar Association
will help you find a lawyer who has ex-
perience with your particular type of legal
problem. The cost of the service is $25
which covers overhead for the program;
the attorneys on the Lawyer Referral
Panel will provide you with a free one-half
hour legal consultation.

LRS attorneys are licensed and in good
standing with the State Bar of Arizona;
must have experience in the areas of law
for which they take referrals; and must
carry professional liability insurance.

Referrals are only made over the phone
Monday through Friday from 9:00AM-
12:00PM and from 1:30PM-4:30PM, ex-
cept holidays.

REDUCED-FEE PANEL
Phone: 520.623.4625

A community service program spon-
sored by the Pima County Bar Association
designed to help those who earn too
much to qualify for free legal services, but
not enough to afford standard legal fees.
Legal areas served are DUI, general civil
litigation, landlord/tenant, divorce (no
children), foreclosures, guardianship/
conservatorship and wills.

Client eligibility guidelines and the
attorney fee schedule can be viewed at
www.pimacountybar.org (click on Re-

duced-Fee Panel), or call the Lawyer
Referral Service above to determine
whether or not you qualify.

SENIOR HOTLINE
Phone: 520.623.5137

Free legal advice to Arizona resi-
dents, 60 years or older.

This is a message-only line; mes-
sages left by anyone other than the indi-
vidual requiring services will not be re-
turned.

SOUTHERN ARIZONA LEGAL AID, INC.
64 East Broadway Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85701 Phone: 520.623.9465

This agency provides pro bono ser-
vices for those clients who meet income
eligibility guidelines set by the govern-
ment and other funding sources.

You may call to be screened for eligi-
bility or drop in at the address above,
Monday through Friday, from 9AM-
llAM and lPM-4PM.

VOLUNTEER LAWYER PROGRAM

Tucson, AZ 85701 Phone: 520.623.9465
This program coordinates volunteer

attorneys in the private sector to handle
cases on a pro bono basis for Southern
Arizona Legal Aid., Inc., and/or run clin-
ics to help qualified individuals repre-
sent themselves in certain matters.

Eligibility is determined by Southern
Arizona Legal Aid, Inc. [Seeabove.)



Other legal resources-
YELLOW PAGES
Telephone Directory

You'll find lawyers listed alphabetically un-
der "attorneys." Behind that section, you will
find attorneys listed by the areas in which they
practice. You may call the lawyer directly.

LEGAL FORMS
If you do not understand something, have

trouble filling out any of the forms or are not sure
these forms and instructions apply to your situa-
tion, see an attorney for help.

Before filing documents with the court, you
should consult an attorney to help guard against
undesired and unexpected consequences.

Not all forms may be accepted in all Arizona
courts - you should contact the court in which
you will be filing to confirm the use of a particu-
lar form, determine whether any additional
forms are required and verify the filing fees.

Pima County Bar Association
Forms sold here are created by lawyers for

use in Pima County Superior Court in the areas
of Civil, Family Law, Garnishment, Guardian-
ship/Conservatorship and Probate. They do not
have instructions.

A list of these forms, the cost and how you
may purchase them can be found at
www.pimacountybar.org.

Pima County Superior Court
Self Service Center

The Center is located in the Pima County Su-
perior Court building, 110 W. Congress, at the
northwest comer of Church and Congress.

They have forms and packets available for
purchase and are also available online at
www.sc.co.pima.az.us/.

Maricopa County Superior Court
Self Service Center

Although these forms are able to be
downloaded from the internet, not all of them
conform to Pima County local rules. Their web-
site is www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov

A GUIDE TO GETIING
LEGALHELP

IN PIMA COUN1Y, AZ

CAUTION

This information is made avail-
able as a public service and is
not intended to take the place of
legal advice.. If you do not understand something, have

trouble filling out any of the forms or are not

sure these forms and instructions apply to

your situation, see an attorney for help.

Before filing documents with the court, you

should consult an attorney to help guard

against undesired and unexpected conse-

quences.

This list of legal providers and
sources for legal forms and infor-
mation is compiled and printed
as a courtesy of the Pima County
Bar Association.

When you think you need legal
help, the best thing to do is get a
determination from an attorney.

.

. Not all forms may be accepted in all Arizona

courts - you should contact the court in

which you will be filing to confirm the use of

a particular form, determine whether any

additional forms are required and verify the

filing fees.

The forms and instructions are frequently

revised. If you are not using these forms

right away, or if you plan to use them re-

peatedly, you should check back on a regular

basis to determine whether the files you are

using have been updated.

The Pima County Bar Associa-
tion assumes no responsibility
and accepts no liability for ac-
tions taken by users of these
documents, including reliance on
their contents.

.
Please send any errors, omissions or

additions to
Pima County Bar Association

177 N. Church Ave., #101
Tucson, AZ 85701

admin@pimacountybar.org

LEGAL TERMS
For a glossary of legal terms, we suggest you

visit the following website: http://
www.superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/s sc/misc/
self_rep.asp
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Arizona Paralegal Conference 

) OP MH \ h (! \ T ) P T N(@! T T \ P NN0(1100  No r t h  44 t h  St r ee t ,  Phoen i x ,  Ar i zona  

Expanding The Paralegal  Zone 

Register  online at 
www.mar icopaparalegals.org 


